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SOURCE 1  

“That was but a prelude; where they burn books, they will ultimately 
burn people as well.”      

                Heinrich Heine, Almansor (1821) 

 

“Book burnings. Always the 
forerunners. Heralds of the 
stake, the ovens, the mass 
graves.”                     
Geraldine Brooks, eople of the Book (2008) 

 

“There is more than one way to burn a book. And the world is full of 
people running about with lit matches… Every minority feels it has the 
right to censor what it dislikes.”       

Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 (afterword, 1979) 

 

Image:  The Sinner’s Bible, 1631 Almost all copies of this King James Bible edition were burned and the printers 
fined for omitting the word ‘Not’ from the Seventh Commandment.  
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SOURCE 2  

“Book-burning has been used to suppress dissent and protect totalitarian regimes throughout history. 
From the early thirteenth century when Pope Gregory IX directed King Louis IX of France to burn every 
copy of the Talmud in Paris to the mid twentieth century when Stalin burned the entire Judaica 
collection in the capital of the Jewish Oblast of Russia, Jewish texts have been prime targets.  

Unfortunately, Jews themselves have not been guiltless of this crime. Maimonides’ Guide to the 
Perplexed was deemed heretical by some Jewish factions and burned in France in 1233. In 1954 The 
Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Canada burned the books of Mordecai Kaplan, 
co-founder of the Reconstructionist Movement, at a public event in New York City. The first recorded 
instance of Jewish book-burning occurs in Jeremiah 36.” 

Molly Morris, The First Jewish Book Burning 
 
 

SOURCE 3  
 

ית בַּשָּׁנָ֣ה וַיֽהְִי֙ ים הָרְבִעִ֔ הוּ לִיהוֹיקִָ֥ לֶךְ בֶּן־יאֹשִׁיָּ֖ ה מֶ֣ ה יהְוּדָ֑ ר הָיָ֞  הַזֶּה֙ הַדָּבָ֤
הוּ ת אֶֽל־ירְִמְיָ֔ ה מֵאֵ֥ ר׃ יהְוָֹ֖ ֹֽ  לֵאמ

פֶר֒ קַח־לְךָ֮ יהָ וכְָתַבְתָּ֣ מְגִלַּת־סֵ֒ ת אֵלֶ֗ ים אֵ֣ רְתִּי כׇּל־הַדְּבָרִ֞ יךָ אֲשֶׁר־דִּבַּ֧  אֵלֶ֛
ל ה עַל־ישְִׂרָאֵ֥ ם ועְַל־יהְוּדָ֖ רְתִּי מִיּ֞וֹם ועְַל־כׇּל־הַגּוֹיִ֑ י אֵלֶי֙ךָ֙ דִּבַּ֤ הוּ מִימֵ֣  יאֹשִׁיָּ֔

ד  הַזֶּהֽ׃ הַיּ֥וֹם ועְַ֖

י ית ישְִׁמְעוּ֙ אוּלַ֤ ה בֵּ֣ ת יהְוּדָ֔ ה אֵ֚ רָעָ֔ ר כׇּל־הָ֣ י אֲשֶׁ֛ ב אָנכִֹ֥ ם לַעֲשׂ֣וֹת חשֵֹׁ֖  לָהֶ֑
עַן ישׁ ישָׁ֗וּבוּ לְמַ֣ ה מִדַּרְכּ֣וֹ אִ֚ י הָרָעָ֔ ם וסְָלַחְתִּ֥  ​    וּלְחַטָּאתָֽם׃ לַעֲונָֺ֖

א הוּ ויַּקְִרָ֣ ה אֶת־בָּר֖וּךְ ירְִמְיָ֔ ב בֶּן־נֵרִֽיָּ֑ ֹ֨ י בָּר֜וּךְ ויַּכְִתּ הוּ מִפִּ֣ ת ירְִמְיָ֗  אֵ֣
י ר יהְוָֹ֛ה כׇּל־דִּבְרֵ֧ יו אֲשֶׁר־דִּבֶּ֥  עַל־מְגִלַּת־סֵֽפֶר׃ אֵלָ֖

ה הוּ ויַצְַוֶּ֣ ר אֶת־בָּר֖וּךְ ירְִמְיָ֔ ֹ֑ י לֵאמ ל לֹ֣א עָצ֔וּר אֲנִ֣ ית לָב֖וֹא אוּכַ֔  יהְוָֹהֽ׃ בֵּ֥

ה וּבָאתָ֣ אתָ אַתָּ֡ ה וקְָרָ֣ בְתָּ־מִפִּי֩ בַמְּגִלָּ֣ י אֲשֶׁר־כָּתַֽ ה אֶת־דִּבְרֵ֨ ָ֜  בְּאׇזְנֵ֥י יהְוֹ
ם ית הָעָ֛ ה בֵּ֥ ם צ֑וֹם בְּי֣וֹם יהְוָֹ֖ י וגְַ֨ ה בְּאׇזְנֵ֧ ים כׇל־יהְוּדָ֛ ם הַבָּאִ֥  מֵעָרֵיהֶ֖

 תִּקְרָאֵֽם׃

י ל אוּלַ֞ ֹ֤ י תְּחִנּתָָם֙ תִּפּ ה לִפְנֵ֣ ָ֔ בוּ יהְוֹ ישׁ ויְשָֻׁ֕ ה מִדַּרְכּ֣וֹ אִ֖  הָאַף֙ כִּיֽ־גָד֤וֹל הָרָעָ֑
ה חֵמָ֔ ר והְַ֣ ה אֲשֶׁר־דִּבֶּ֥ ם יהְוָֹ֖  הַזֶּהֽ׃ אֶל־הָעָ֥

עַשׂ ה בָּרוּךְ֙ ויַַּ֗ רִיָּ֔ ל בֶּן־נֵ֣ ֹ֥ הוּ כְּכ הוּ אֲשֶׁר־צִוָּ֖ יא ירְִמְיָ֣ א הַנּבִָ֑ ֹ֥ פֶר לִקְר י בַסֵּ֛  דִּבְרֵ֥
ה ית יהְוָֹ֖  }פ{ יהְוָֹהֽ׃ בֵּ֥

י ית בַשָּׁנָ֣ה ויַהְִ֣ חֲמִשִׁ֠ ים הַ֠ הוּ לִיהוֹיקִָ֨ לֶךְ־יהְוּדָה֙ בֶּן־יאֹשִׁיָּ֤ דֶשׁ מֶֽ ֹ֣ י בַּח  הַתְּשִׁעִ֔
י צ֜וֹם קָרְא֨וּ ם יהְוָֹ֛ה לִפְנֵ֧ ם כׇּל־הָעָ֖ ִ͏ ם בִּירוּשָׁלָ֑ ים וכְׇל־הָעָ֗ י הַבָּאִ֛ ה מֵעָרֵ֥  יהְוּדָ֖

ם׃  בִּירוּשָׁלָֽ͏ִ

א פֶר בָר֥וּךְ ויַּקְִרָ֨ י בַּסֵּ֛ הוּ אֶת־דִּבְרֵ֥ ית ירְִמְיָ֖ ה בֵּ֣ ת יהְוָֹ֑ הוּ֩ בְּלִשְׁכַּ֡  גְּמַרְיָ֩
ן ר בֶן־שָׁפָ֨ ר הַסּפֵֹ֜ תַח הָעֶלְי֗וֹן בֶּחָצֵ֣ עַר פֶּ֣ שׁ בֵּית־יהְוֹהָ֙ שַׁ֤ י הֶחָדָ֔  בְּאׇזְנֵ֖

 כׇּל־הָעָֽם׃

ע יּשְִׁמַ֠ יהְוּ וַ֠ הוּ מִכָ֨ ן בֶן־גְּמַרְיָ֧ י בֶן־שָׁפָ֛ ה אֶת־כׇּל־דִּבְרֵ֥ ל יהְוָֹ֖  הַסֵּֽפֶר׃ מֵעַ֥

רֶד לֶךְ֙ ויֵַּ֤ ת בֵּית־הַמֶּ֙ ר עַל־לִשְׁכַּ֣ ם הַסּפֵֹ֔ נּהֵ־שָׁ֔ ים והְִ֨ ים כׇּל־הַשָּׂרִ֖  יוֹשְׁבִ֑
ע ר אֱלִישָׁמָ֣ הוּ הַסּפֵֹ֡ הוּ וּדְלָיָ֣ עְיָ֠ מַֽ ן בֶן־שְׁ֠ הוּ בֶּן־עַכְבּ֜וֹר ואְֶלְנתָָ֨ ן וּגְמַרְיָ֧  בֶן־שָׁפָ֛
הוּ וצְִדְקִיָּ֥הוּ ים׃ בֶן־חֲננַיְָ֖  וכְׇל־הַשָּׂרִֽ

ד יהְוּ לָהֶם֙ ויַּגֵַּ֤ ת מִכָ֔ ים אֵ֥ ר כׇּל־הַדְּבָרִ֖ עַ אֲשֶׁ֣ א שָׁמֵ֑ ֹ֥ פֶר בָר֛וּךְ בִּקְר  בְּאׇזְנֵ֥י בַּסֵּ֖
 הָעָֽם׃

ים ויַּשְִׁלְח֨וּ י אֶל־בָּר֗וּךְ כׇל־הַשָּׂרִ֜ הוּ אֶת־יהְוּדִ֡ ָ֠ תַניְ הוּ בֶּן־נְ֠  בֶן־כּוּשִׁי֮ בֶּן־שֶׁלֶמְיָ֣
ה לֵאמרֹ֒ ר הַמְּגִלָּ֗ אתָ אֲשֶׁ֨ י בָּהּ֙ קָרָ֤ ם בְּאׇזְנֵ֣ נּהָ הָעָ֔ ךְ בְידְָךָ֖ קָחֶ֥ ח ולֵָ֑ יּקִַּ֠  בָּר֨וּךְ וַ֠

הוּ א בְּידָ֔וֹ אֶת־הַמְּגִלָּה֙ בֶּן־נרִֵיָּ֤ ֹ֖  אֲלֵיהֶֽם׃ ויַּבָ

יו ויַּאֹמְר֣וּ ב אֵלָ֔ א שֵׁ֣ נּהָ נָ֔ ינוּ וּקְרָאֶ֖ א בְּאׇזְנֵ֑  בְּאׇזְניֵהֶֽם׃ בָר֖וּךְ ויַּקְִרָ֥

י ים כְּשׇׁמְעָם֙ ויַהְִ֗ ישׁ פָּחֲד֖וּ אֶת־כׇּל־הַדְּבָרִ֔ הוּ אִ֣  אֶל־בָּר֔וּךְ ויַּאֹֽמְרוּ֙ אֶל־רֵעֵ֑
יד לֶךְ נגִַּיד֙ הַגֵּ֤ ת לַמֶּ֔ ים אֵ֥  הָאֵֽלֶּה׃ כׇּל־הַדְּבָרִ֖

ת־בָּר֔וּךְ ר שָׁאֲל֖וּ ואְֶ֨ ֹ֑ נוּ הַגֶּד־נָ֣א לֵאמ יךְ לָ֔ בְתָּ אֵ֗ ים כָּתַ֛ לֶּה אֶת־כׇּל־הַדְּבָרִ֥  הָאֵ֖
 מִפִּֽיו׃

אמֶר ֹ֤ א מִפִּיו֙ בָּר֔וּךְ לָהֶם֙ ויַּ י יקְִרָ֣ ת אֵלַ֔ ים אֵ֥ לֶּה כׇּל־הַדְּבָרִ֖ ב ואֲַנִ֛י הָאֵ֑  כּתֵֹ֥
פֶר  ​     }ס{ בַּדְּיוֹֽ׃ עַל־הַסֵּ֖
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ךְ אֶל־בָּר֔וּךְ הַשָּׂרִים֙ ויַּאֹמְר֤וּ ר לֵ֥ ה הִסָּתֵ֖ הוּ אַתָּ֣ ישׁ ויְרְִמְיָ֑ ע ואְִ֥ ה אַל־ידֵַ֖ ֹ֥  אֵיפ
 אַתֶּֽם׃

אוּ ֹ֤ לֶךְ֙ ויַּבָ רָה אֶל־הַמֶּ֙  חָצֵ֔
ה דוּ ואְֶת־הַמְּגִלָּ֣ ת הִפְקִ֔  בְּלִשְׁכַּ֖

ע ר אֱלִישָׁמָ֣ ידוּ֙ הַסּפֵֹ֑ י ויַּגִַּ֙  בְּאׇזְנֵ֣
לֶךְ ת הַמֶּ֔ ים׃ אֵ֖  כׇּל־הַדְּבָרִֽ

ח לֶךְ ויַּשְִׁלַ֨ י הַמֶּ֜ חַת֙ אֶת־יהְוּדִ֗  לָקַ֙
ה הָ אֶת־הַמְּגִלָּ֔ קָּחֶ֔ ת ויִַּ֨  מִלִּשְׁכַּ֖

ע ר אֱלִישָׁמָ֣ הָ הַסּפֵֹ֑  יהְוּדִי֙ ויַּקְִרָאֶ֤
י לֶךְ בְּאׇזְנֵ֣  וּבְאׇזְניֵ֙ הַמֶּ֔

ים ים כׇּל־הַשָּׂרִ֔ ל הָעמְֹדִ֖  מֵעַ֥
לֶךְ׃  הַמֶּֽ

לֶךְ ית יוֹשֵׁב֙ והְַמֶּ֗ רֶף בֵּ֣ ֹ֔  הַח
דֶשׁ ֹ֖ י בַּח ח הַתְּשִׁיעִ֑  ואְֶת־הָאָ֖
 מְבעָֹֽרֶת׃ לְפָנָ֥יו

י  י כִּקְר֣וֹא ׀ויַהְִ֣  שָׁלֹ֣שׁ יהְוּדִ֗
הָ֙ ואְַרְבָּעָה֒ דְּלָתוֹת֮ עַר יִקְֽרָעֶ֙  בְּתַ֣
ר ךְ הַסּפֵֹ֔ שׁ והְַשְׁלֵ֕ ר אֶל־הָאֵ֖  אֲשֶׁ֣

ח ה עַד־תּםֹ֙ אֶל־הָאָ֑  כׇּל־הַמְּגִלָּ֔
שׁ ר עַל־הָאֵ֖  עַל־הָאָֽח׃ אֲשֶׁ֥

 קָרְע֖וּ ולְֹ֥א פָחֲד֔וּ ולְֹ֣א
ם לֶךְ֙ אֶת־בִּגְדֵיהֶ֑ יו הַמֶּ֙  וכְׇל־עֲבָדָ֔

ים מְעִ֔ ֹ֣ ת הַשּׁ ים אֵ֥  כׇּל־הַדְּבָרִ֖
 הָאֵֽלֶּה׃

ן וגְַם֩ הוּ אֶלְנתָָ֨ הוּ֙ וּדְלָיָ֤  וּגְמַרְיָ֙
עוּ לֶךְ הִפְגִּ֣ י בַמֶּ֔ ף לְבִלְתִּ֥ ֹ֖  שְׂר

ה ע ולְֹ֥א אֶת־הַמְּגִלָּ֑  אֲלֵיהֶֽם׃ שָׁמַ֖

ה לֶךְ ויַצְַוֶּ֣ מֶּ֠ ל הַ֠  אֶת־ירְַחְמְאֵ֨
לֶךְ הוּ בֶּן־הַמֶּ֜  ואְֶת־שְׂרָיָ֣

ל הוּ֙ בֶן־עַזְרִיאֵ֗  ואְֶת־שֶׁלֶמְיָ֙
ל חַת֙ בֶּֽן־עַבְדְּאֵ֔  אֶת־בָּר֣וּךְ לָקַ֙

ר ת הַסּפֵֹ֔ הוּ ואְֵ֖ יא ירְִמְיָ֣  הַנּבִָ֑
ם  ​     }ס{ יהְוָֹהֽ׃ ויַּסְַתִּרֵ֖

י ה ויַהְִ֥ הוּ דְבַר־יהְוָֹ֖  אֶֽל־ירְִמְיָ֑
י  ף ׀אַחֲרֵ֣ ֹ֣ לֶךְ שְׂר  הַמֶּ֗

ים אֶת־הַמְּגִלָּה֙ ר ואְֶת־הַדְּבָרִ֔ ב אֲשֶׁ֨ י בָּר֛וּךְ כָּתַ֥ הוּ מִפִּ֥ ר׃ ירְִמְיָ֖ ֹֽ  לֵאמ

ה קַח־לְךָ֖ שׁ֥וּב רֶת מְגִלָּ֣ ב אַחֶ֑ ֹ֣ יהָ וּכְת ת עָלֶ֗ ים כׇּל־הַדְּבָרִים֙ אֵ֤ אשׁנִֹ֔ ר הָרִ֣  אֲשֶׁ֣
ה עַל־הַמְּגִלָּה֙ הָי֗וּ אשׁנָֹ֔ ר הָרִ֣ ף אֲשֶׁ֥ ים שָׂרַ֖  מֶלֶךְ־יהְוּדָֽה׃ יהְוֹיקִָ֥

ים לֶךְ־יהְוּדָה֙ ועְַל־יהְוֹיקִָ֤ ר מֶֽ ה תּאֹמַ֔ ֹ֖ ר כּ ה אָמַ֣ ה יהְוָֹ֑ תָּ֠ פְתָּ אַ֠  שָׂרַ֜
ה ר הַזּאֹת֙ אֶת־הַמְּגִלָּ֤ ֹ֔ בְתָּ מַדּ֩וּעַ֩ לֵאמ יהָ כָּתַ֨ ר עָלֶ֜ ֹ֗ א־יבָ֤וֹא לֵאמ ֹֽ  מֶֽלֶךְ־בָּבֶל֙ בּ

רֶץ והְִשְׁחִית֙ את אֶת־הָאָ֣ ֹ֔ ית הַזּ נּהָ והְִשְׁבִּ֥ ם מִמֶּ֖  ​     }ס{ וּבְהֵמָֽה׃ אָדָ֥

ן ר לָכֵ֞ ֹֽה־אָמַ֣ ה כּ ָ֗ לֶךְ עַל־יהְֽוֹיקִָים֙ יהְוֹ ה מֶ֣ ב לֹא־יִהְֽיהֶ־לּ֥וֹ יהְוּדָ֔ א יוֹשֵׁ֖  עַל־כִּסֵּ֣
ד ה ונְבְִלָתוֹ֙ דָוִ֑ כֶת תִּהְיֶ֣ רֶב מֻשְׁלֶ֔ ֹ֥ רַח בַּיּ֖וֹם לַח ילְָה׃ ולְַקֶּ֥  בַּלָּֽ

י יו וּפָקַדְתִּ֨ יו ועְַל־זַרְע֛וֹ עָלָ֧ י אֶת־עֲונָֺ֑ם ועְַל־עֲבָדָ֖ ם והְֵבֵאתִ֣ לֵיהֶ֠ י עֲ֠  ועְַל־ישְֹׁבֵ֨
ם ִ͏ ישׁ ירְוּשָׁלַ֜  ואְֶל־אִ֣
ה ת יהְוּדָ֗ ה אֵ֧  כׇּל־הָרָעָ֛

רְתִּי ם אֲשֶׁר־דִּבַּ֥  אֲלֵיהֶ֖
 שָׁמֵֽעוּ׃ ולְֹ֥א

הוּ ח  ויְרְִמְיָ֜ ה ׀לָקַ֣  מְגִלָּ֣
רֶת  וַיּֽתְִּנהָּ֮ אַחֶ֗

הוּ֮ אֶל־בָּר֣וּךְ  בֶּן־נרִֵיָּ֘
ב הַסּפֵֹר֒ ֹ֤  עָלֶי֙הָ֙ ויַּכְִתּ

י הוּ מִפִּ֣ ת ירְִמְיָ֔  אֵ֚
י פֶר כׇּל־דִּבְרֵ֣ ר הַסֵּ֔  אֲשֶׁ֥

ף ים שָׂרַ֛  יהְוֹיקִָ֥
ה שׁ מֶלֶךְ־יהְוּדָ֖  בָּאֵ֑

ף ועְ֨וֹד ם נוֹסַ֧  עֲלֵיהֶ֛
ים ים דְּבָרִ֥  כָּהֵֽמָּה׃ רַבִּ֖

 }פ{
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In the fourth year of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from GOD: 

Get a scroll and write upon it all the words that I have spoken to you—concerning Israel and Judah and 
all the nations—from the time I first spoke to you in the days of Josiah to this day. 

Perhaps when the House of Judah hear of all the disasters I intend to bring upon them, they will turn 
back from their wicked ways, and I will pardon their iniquity and their sin. 

So Jeremiah called Baruch son of Neriah; and Baruch wrote down in the scroll, at Jeremiah’s dictation, 
all the words that GOD had spoken to him. 

Jeremiah instructed Baruch, “I am in hiding; I cannot go to the House of GOD. 

But you go and read aloud GOD’s words from the scroll that you wrote at my dictation, to all the people 
in the House of GOD on a fast day; thus you will also be reading them to all the Judeans who come in 
from the towns. 

Perhaps their entreaty will be accepted by GOD, if they turn back from their wicked ways. For great is 
the anger and wrath with which GOD has threatened this people.” 

Baruch son of Neriah did just as the prophet Jeremiah had instructed him, about reading GOD’s words 
from the scroll in the House of GOD. 

In the ninth month of the fifth year of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, all the people in Jerusalem 
and all the people coming from Judah proclaimed a fast before GOD in Jerusalem. 

It was then that Baruch—in the chamber of Gemariah son of Shaphan the scribe, in the upper court, 
near the new gateway of the House of GOD—read the words of Jeremiah from the scroll to all the 
people in the House of GOD. 

Micaiah son of Gemariah son of Shaphan heard all the words of GOD [read] from the scroll, 

and he went down to the king’s palace, to the chamber of the scribe. There he found all the officials in 
session: Elishama the scribe, Delaiah son of Shemaiah, Elnathan son of Achbor, Gemariah son of 
Shaphan, Zedekiah son of Hananiah, and all the other officials. 

And Micaiah told them all that he had heard as Baruch read from the scroll in the hearing of the people. 

Then all the officials sent Jehudi son of Nethaniah son of Shelemiah son of Cushi to say to Baruch, 
“Take that scroll from which you read to the people, and come along!” And Baruch took the scroll and 
came to them. 

They said, “Sit down and read it to us.” And Baruch read it to them. 

When they heard all these words, they turned to each other in fear; and they said to Baruch, “We must 
report all this to the king.” 

And they questioned Baruch further, “Tell us how you wrote down all these words that he spoke.” 
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He answered them, “He 
himself recited all those words 
to me, and I would write them 
down in the scroll in ink.” 

The officials said to Baruch, 
“Go into hiding, you and 
Jeremiah. Don’t let anyone 
know where you are!” 

And they went to the king in 
the court, after leaving the 
scroll in the chamber of the 
scribe Elishama. And they 
reported all these matters to 
the king. 

 

The king sent Jehudi to get 
the scroll and he fetched it 

from the chamber of the scribe Elishama. Jehudi read it to the king and to all the officials who were in 
attendance. 

Since it was the ninth month, the king was sitting in the winter house, with a fire burning in the brazier 
before him. 

And every time Jehudi read three or four columns, [the king] would cut it up with a scribe’s knife and 
throw it into the fire in the brazier, until the entire scroll was consumed by the fire in the brazier. 

Yet the king and all his courtiers who heard all these words showed no fear and did not tear their 
garments; 

moreover, Elnathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah begged the king not to burn the scroll, but he would not 
listen to them. 

The king ordered Jerahmeel, the king’s son, and Seraiah son of Azriel, and Shelemiah son of Abdeel to 
arrest the scribe Baruch and the prophet Jeremiah. But GOD hid them. 

The word of GOD came to Jeremiah after the king had burned the scroll containing the words that 
Baruch had written at Jeremiah’s dictation: 

Get yourself another scroll, and write upon it the same words that were in the first scroll that was 
burned by King Jehoiakim of Judah. 
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And concerning King Jehoiakim of Judah you shall say: Thus said GOD: You burned that scroll, saying, 
“How dare you write in it that the king of Babylon will come and destroy this land and cause human and 
animal to cease from it?” 

Assuredly, thus said GOD concerning King Jehoiakim of Judah: He shall not have any of his line sitting 
on the throne of David; and his own corpse shall be left exposed to the heat by day and the cold by 
night. 

And I will punish him and his offspring and his courtiers for their iniquity; I will bring on them and on the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and on all the citizenry of Judah all the disasters of which I have warned 
them—but they would not listen. 

So Jeremiah got another scroll and gave it to the scribe Baruch son of Neriah. And at Jeremiah’s 
dictation, he wrote in it the whole text of the scroll that King Jehoiakim of Judah had burned; and more 
of the like was added. 

Images: Gustav Dore, Jeremiah and Baruch, 1866;   Jan Luyken, Jehoiakim burns the scroll with the 
prophecies of Jeremiah. Origin: Amsterdam. Date: 1712. 

 

SOURCE 4  
 
 
The Judean kingdom is in its final throes, and Jehoiakim is on the throne. His father, 
Josiah, is famous for finding a copy of the Torah and instituting religious reforms. In his 
son’s reign, however, Judah had become a vassal to Babylon, and now it was looking to 
Egypt for the right moment to break free. In doing so, the palace has to contend with 
major obstacles, and one of them is a prophet: Jeremiah. He is loudly protesting the 
state’s policies as they pertain to both international and internal relations. Our 
account begins with the scribe Baruch memorializing Jeremiah’s prophecies in a scroll. 
The prophet then instructs him to take the document and read it to the inhabitants of 
Judah. “It may be that they will present their supplication before Yhwh, and everyone 
will turn from his evil way. For great is the anger and fury that Yhwh has pronounced 
against this people” (Jeremiah 36:7).  
Concerned to make the scroll available to as many as possible, Baruch goes to the 
temple when the inhabitants of Judah’s cities were coming to Jerusalem for a public 
fast day. After he reads the scroll in public, a smaller circle of scribes and officials 
instructs Baruch and Jeremiah to lie low and hide the scroll. It is wintertime, and when 
members of the royal cabinet bring the scroll to the court, the king is sitting before a 
fire and has his scribe read it to him and the princes who were present. As they 
proceed, he uses a scribe’s scalpel to slice off columns, casting them piece by piece in 
the flames. When they had read and burned the entire document, Jehoiakim orders his 
men to arrest Jeremiah and Baruch. 

6 



7 

 
 It would be difficult to imagine a more graphic illustration of state censorship. On the 
eve of destruction, a monarch warms himself by burning a book – not because he lacks 
fuel for his fire, but because its contents challenge his rule and political agenda. The 
only reason we still have Jeremiah’s prophecies, this legend claims, is because 
Jeremiah and Baruch were in hiding and able to produce a new scroll, which they 
concealed from the court. 
 
Knowledge is power, and throughout history rulers have gone to great lengths to 
control the flow of information. Sociologists and historians study this phenomenon 
under the rubric of Wissensmonopol, a German term that means “monopoly of 
knowledge.” Modern democratic societies recognize the importance of transparency, 
freedom of information, and open access. Likewise, the scribes who shaped the biblical 
corpus knew how crucial it was to check the power of the crown and communal 
authorities. In the present chapter we consider how they applied the principle of 
transparency to the knowledge that was the special preserve of palace, prophet, and 
priest.  
 
Who Wrote the Bible? That is the question taken on in the best-selling book bearing 
this title. Its author, Richard Elliott Friedman, argues that the most extensive source in 
the biblical narrative was written either by the prophet Jeremiah or his scribal 
secretary, Baruch ben Neriah, or both working in tandem. 
 
But as we have seen and will continue to see, the Bible betrays very different views of 
the nation’s history, and many writers had a hand in the composition of this work. Some 
of the scribes may be mentioned among the host of names found in the book of 
Jeremiah…But for all practical intents and purposes, the biblical authors are 
anonymous. Even in the case of Baruch, we cannot say much about his life, social 
location, or political agenda.  
...The anonymity of the biblical writings stands in stark contrast to the single-authored 
works of Greece, such as the histories of Herodotus and Thucydides. The authors of 
the National Narrative intentionally concealed their identity in an effort to focus their 
audience’s attention on the representative figures they portrayed in their account – 
figures such as Abraham and Sarah, Joshua and Rahab, Josiah and Huldah.  
 
The Bible is nothing if not a revisionary work.  
 
It grew as multiple textual memories were compiled. Later it was redacted from new 
perspectives, and thereafter the process continued in the form of commentary and 
retelling 

Jacob Wright, Why the Bible Began 
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SOURCE 5  

הוּ שָׁנהָ֙ בֶּן־שְׁמנֶֹ֤ה ים בְמׇלְכ֔וֹ יאֹשִׁיָּ֣ ה ואְַחַת֙ וּשְׁלֹשִׁ֤ ךְ שָׁנָ֔ ם מָלַ֖ ִ͏ ם בִּירוּשָׁלָ֑ ה אִמּ֔וֹ ושְֵׁ֣ ה ידְִידָ֥ ת׃ בַת־עֲדָיָ֖  מִבָּֽצְקַֽ

Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned thirty-one 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah of 
Bozkath. 

ר ויַַּ֥עַשׂ י הַיּשָָׁ֖ ה בְּעֵינֵ֣ לֶךְ יהְוָֹ֑ רֶךְ֙ ויֵַּ֗ ד בְּכׇל־דֶּ֙ יו דָּוִ֣ ר אָבִ֔ ין ולְֹא־סָ֖ אול׃ ימִָ֥ ֹֽ   וּשְׂמ

He did what was pleasing to GOD and he followed all the ways of his forefather 
David; he did not deviate to the right or to the left. 

 

אמֶר ֹ֠ יּ הוּ וַ֠ ן חִלְקִיָּ֜ ן הַגָּדוֹל֙ הַכּהֵֹ֤ ר עַל־שָׁפָ֣  הַסּפֵֹ֔
פֶר ה סֵ֧ אתִי הַתּוֹרָ֛ ית מָצָ֖ ה בְּבֵ֣ ן יהְוָֹ֑ ה ויַּתִֵּ֨  חִלְקִיָּ֧

פֶר ן אֶת־הַסֵּ֛  ויַּקְִרָאֵֽהוּ׃ אֶל־שָׁפָ֖

Then the high priest Hilkiah said 
to the scribe Shaphan, “I have 
found a scroll of the Teaching in 
the House of GOD.” And Hilkiah 
gave the scroll to Shaphan, who 
read it. 

עַ וַיֽהְִי֙ ֹ֣ לֶךְ כִּשְׁמ י הַמֶּ֔ פֶר אֶת־דִּבְרֵ֖ ה סֵ֣  הַתּוֹרָ֑
ע יו׃ ויַּקְִרַ֖  אֶת־בְּגָדָֽ

When the king heard the words of 
the scroll of the Teaching, he rent 
his clothes. 

עַל לֶךְ ויַַּ֣ ה הַמֶּ֣ ָ֡ ישׁ בֵּית־יהְוֹ י יהְוּדָה֩ וכְׇל־אִ֣ ם וכְׇל־ישְֹׁבֵ֨ ִ͏ ֹֽהֲניִם֙ אִתּ֗וֹ ירְוּשָׁלַ֜ ים והְַכּ ם והְַנּבְִיאִ֔ ן וכְׇל־הָעָ֖ ֹ֣  לְמִקָּט
א ועְַד־גָּד֑וֹל ם ויַּקְִרָ֣ פֶר אֶת־כׇּל־דִּבְרֵי֙ בְאׇזְניֵהֶ֗ ית סֵ֣ א הַבְּרִ֔ ית הַנּמְִצָ֖  יהְוָֹהֽ׃ בְּבֵ֥

The king went up to the House of GOD, together with the entire citizenry of 
Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the priests and prophets—all 
the people, young and old. And he read to them the entire text of the covenant 
scroll that had been found in the House of GOD. 

ד ֹ֣ לֶךְ ויַּעֲַמ מֶּ֠ עַמּ֜וּד הַ֠ ת עַֽל־הָ֨ ֹ֥ ית  ויַּכְִר י ׀אֶֽת־הַבְּרִ֣ ה לִפְנֵ֣ ָ֗ כֶת יהְוֹ ר לָלֶ֜ ר יהְוֹהָ֙ אַחַ֤ ֹ֨ יו ולְִשְׁמ יו מִצְוֺתָ֜  ואְֶת־עֵדְוֺתָ֤
ב ואְֶת־חֻקּתָֹיו֙ פֶשׁ בְּכׇל־לֵ֣ ים וּבְכׇל־נֶ֔ ית אֶת־דִּבְרֵי֙ לְהָקִ֗ את הַבְּרִ֣ ֹ֔ ים הַזּ פֶר הַכְּתֻבִ֖ ה עַל־הַסֵּ֣ ד הַזֶּ֑ ֹ֥  ויַּעֲַמ

ם ית׃ כׇּל־הָעָ֖  בַּבְּרִֽ

The king stood by the pillar and solemnized the covenant before GOD: that they would 
follow GOD and observe God’s commandments, injunctions, and laws with all their heart 
and soul; that they would fulfill all the terms of this covenant as inscribed upon the scroll. 
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And all the people entered into the covenant. 

ו לֶךְ ויַצְַ֣ הוּ֩ הַמֶּ֡ ן אֶת־חִלְקִיָּ֩ י הַגָּד֜וֹל הַכּהֵֹ֨ י הַמִּשְׁנהֶ֮ ואְֶת־כּהֲֹנֵ֣ ל לְהוֹצִיא֙ הַסַּף֒ ואְֶת־שׁמְֹרֵ֣ ה מֵהֵיכַ֣ ָ֔ ת יהְוֹ  אֵ֣
ים עַל הָֽעֲשׂוּיםִ֙ כׇּל־הַכֵּלִ֗ ה לַבַּ֣ ל ולְָאֲשֵׁרָ֔ ֹ֖ א וּלְכ יםִ צְבָ֣ ם הַשָּׁמָ֑ ם֙ מִח֤וּץ וַיּֽשְִׂרְפֵ֞ א קִדְר֔וֹן בְּשַׁדְמ֣וֹת לִירוּשָׁלַ֙͏ִ  ונְשָָׂ֥
ם  בֵּֽית־אֵֽל׃ אֶת־עֲפָרָ֖

Then the king ordered the high priest Hilkiah, the priests of the second rank, and the guards 
of the threshold to bring out of the Temple of GOD all the objects made for Baal and 
Asherah and all the host of heaven. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of 
Kidron, and he removed the ashes to Bethel. 

ם חַ וגְַ֨ ר אֶת־הַמִּזְבֵּ֜ ל אֲשֶׁ֣ ר הַבָּמָה֙ בְּבֵֽית־אֵ֗ ה אֲשֶׁ֨ ם עָשָׂ֜ ר בֶּן־נבְָט֙ ירָׇבְעָ֤ יא אֲשֶׁ֣ ל הֶחֱטִ֣ ם אֶת־ישְִׂרָאֵ֔  גַּ֣
חַ ה הַה֛וּא אֶת־הַמִּזְבֵּ֧ ץ ואְֶת־הַבָּמָ֖ ף נתָָ֑ ֹ֧ ה ויַּשְִׂר ק אֶת־הַבָּמָ֛ ר הֵדַ֥ ף לְעָפָ֖ ה׃ ושְָׂרַ֥  אֲשֵׁרָֽ

As for the altar in Bethel [and] the shrine made by Jeroboam son of Nebat who caused 
Israel to sin—that altar, too, and the shrine as well, he tore down. He burned down the 
shrine and beat it to dust, and he burned the sacred post. 

2 Kings 22 
SOURCE 6  

2 Kings 22-23 describe a series 
of radical reforms that King 
Josiah enacted during the 
latter part of the seventh 
century BCE. These reforms 
included the abolishment of all 
places of worship to foreign 
gods in the lands that Josiah 
controlled, the destruction of 
high places and altar sites to 
YHWH that were outside of 
Jerusalem, and, as a 
consequence, the demotion of 
the levitical priests. 

2 Kings 22 tells us that Josiah 
executed these reforms as a result of the discovery of a scroll in the Temple, which 
indicated that sacrifices should be offered at only one central place. Most biblical 
scholars believe that this “discovered” scroll was an early form of what we now know as 
the fifth book of the Bible, Deuteronomy, because this book by and large advocates the 
same program that Josiah enacted. 

There is no consensus regarding who wrote Deuteronomy, but there is general 
agreement that the program it advocates includes centralization of all worship in 
Jerusalem, support for the monarchy but with limited powers, a focus on Torah as the 
locus for the relationship between God and Israel, and a concept of a more 
transcendent God than is described elsewhere in Torah. 
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The authors of Deuteronomy placed their theological, social and political ideologies in 
the mouth of Moses to give legitimacy to their reforms. In this way, they were able to 
interact with the tradition as it stood in their time, to reinterpret earlier traditions, and 
to innovate while grounding the new in the old. 

Prof. Tamar Kamionkowski 

Image: Burning of books associated with ‘witchcraft’ in Mount Juliet, Tennessee (2 February 2022) 

SOURCE 7 

"The history of Israel and Judah is selectively retold... with deliberate 
omissions and additions reflecting a certain emphasis. While the 
northern kingdom is negatively portrayed, the southern kingdom is 
positively evaluated... The Jerusalem temple cult is legitimised and 
asserted as representing the only accurate religion... functioning in this 
community as a discourse of power." 

Ananda Geyser-Fouche 

SOURCE 8 

"The book is as old as fire, as water. It is the memory of the desert where the word found 
its stone... You cannot burn the book, because the book is made of the very ash that 
remains after the fire." ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Edmond Jabès, The Book of Questions, 1963 
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https://www.thetorah.com/author/tamar-kamionkowski
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/pastor-holds-bonfire-burn-witchcraft-books-twilight-rcna14931

	Book Burning: When Scripture Starts a Civil War 
	June 14, 2026 
	 
	“Book-burning has been used to suppress dissent and protect totalitarian regimes throughout history. From the early thirteenth century when Pope Gregory IX directed King Louis IX of France to burn every copy of the Talmud in Paris to the mid twentieth century when Stalin burned the entire Judaica collection in the capital of the Jewish Oblast of Russia, Jewish texts have been prime targets.  
	Unfortunately, Jews themselves have not been guiltless of this crime. Maimonides’ Guide to the Perplexed was deemed heretical by some Jewish factions and burned in France in 1233. In 1954 The Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Canada burned the books of Mordecai Kaplan, co-founder of the Reconstructionist Movement, at a public event in New York City. The first recorded instance of Jewish book-burning occurs in Jeremiah 36.” 
	Ananda Geyser-Fouche 


